The COMA Newsletter
President's Report
Dr. Philip Thomson
Exciting prospects are on the horizon for COMA .
The HCC have agreed to lease to COMA the Semaphore Cottage ,
Princes Park , Castray Esplanade , Battery Point to COMA for 5
years . This will enable us to have public access with passing
traffic able to discover our interesting displays . We will have
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volunteers rostered on to receive , show and tell stories to
visitors.
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INVENTION OF SURGERY

Preparations over the next couple of months will include some
minor building alterations and maintenance by the HCC to make
Semaphore Cottage fit for our purposes. We are looking for
helpers to do some cleaning and painting . When completed , we
will start moving items and setting up our Internet connection .
The display sub-committee will plan and mount some new
presentations with use of our cabinets and new interpretative
panels.

June 1, 2025

HOW YOU CAN DONATE
TO COMA TASMANIA

We have received notification of our approval for a grant of $3000 from Cultural Heritage and Arts
Regional Tourism Program (CHART). We will induct and give information to our volunteers so they may
show people around the displays and they will be shown how to use Square for card payments.
The move of the collection into long-term storage in the basement of Corby’s Building we hope will
happen in July after preparation of the space made available to us by Robert Scanlon. It will be followed
by installation of our Brownbuilt shelving , bookshelves and furniture before we move over 220 boxes
of objects and books from Jane Franklin Hall . We will need helpers to clean and prepare the space
before we move the collection .
We plan to hold a Seminar and AGM later in the year. The date and venue for this COMA event will be
circulated when details have been organized.
Our curator Liz has been unwell for some weeks following a serious acute illness . She is recovering
and is looking forward to resuming at COMA .
When COMA emerges from this current quiet phase we have the potential to be much better known in
the future due to our accessibility, opening hours and how we present ourselves. To achieve this, we
need people to become involved and be available to give us assistance.

New Grant!
We are pleased to announce that we
have received the AMAGA CHART
Grant!
This grant is $3000 for printing visitor
signage and interpretation panels for our
new displays at Semaphore Cottage

MYSTERY OBJECT
POP QUIZ
What was this wire mesh device
used for in the 1950s?

Stefan Petrow - Coping with shock
infectious diseases: Typhoid and cholera in
19th-century Tasmania

Event by Launceston Historical Society, Tasmania
SUNDAY, 15 MAY 2022 AT 14:00
QVMAG Museum, 2 Invermay Rd, Inveresk
Speaker: Emeritus Professor Stefan Petrow
Topic: Coping with shock infectious diseases: Typhoid and cholera in 19th-century Tasmania
Venue: QV Museum, Inveresk, 2pm
Typhoid and cholera were the shock infectious diseases of nineteenth-century Tasmania. Public health
reformers argued that these diseases were preventable if councils cleaned up the environment, inspected
insanitary houses and dairies and encouraged personal cleanliness. How this was done in Launceston will be a
focus of the talk.
Stefan Petrow taught history at the University of Tasmania until his retirement in June 2020. His research
interests include aspects of Tasmanian history, but he has had a longstanding focus on the health, urban, and
town planning history of both Launceston and Hobart.
All welcome. LHS members free, visitors $4. Bring cash for a chance to win a fabulous raffle prize.

We need help with our
upcoming move! If you
would like to volunteer you
can email us at
coma@jane.edu.au or call
President Philip Thomson on
0409 970 355.
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MYSTERY OBJECT
POP QUIZ

What was this wire mesh device used for in
the 1950s?
This mesh was used for Inguinal Hernia
Repair. They were handmade by Mr Frank
Fay FRACS using stainless steel wires. The
object on the right is a sterilizing cassette
for the mesh. The modern mesh (pictured)
is made of non-absorbable synthetic
materials and is inserted by minimally
invasive laparoscopic surgery
Source: Drug Watch

Did you know that this object is displayed on our eHive Digital Collection
Database? You can find the original entry here:
https://ehive.com/collections/7524/objects/1204058/filigree-metal-for-herniarepair-two-pieces-sterilising-case-flat-round

Community Chest
Advance to "Go" and make a tax
deductible donation to COMA
You can make a payment via
Square (click here)
or
Payable to: COMA Tasmania CBA
BSB 067 102
Account Number: 1045 0073

Book Review
The Invention of Surgery by David Schneider, MD.
Published: 25th August 2020 by Coronet, London
ISBN: 9781529362244
Number Of Pages: 380
Dr Schneider is an orthopedic surgeon, from Denver Colorado,
specializing in shoulder and elbow replacements. He has a special
interest in sporting injuries and is well known across the US for
performing ground breaking surgery for athletes. His fascinating
book covers the history of surgery from the very earliest days to he
modern era. He extensively covers implant surgery which is one of
the most exciting developments in healthcare in the last few
decades. As well as orthopedic replacement surgery, he covers a
range of other astonishing developments. These include a range of
heart procedures including cardiac valve replacements , insertion
of stents and cardiac pacemakers. Others he describes are a
range of mesh repair surgeries including inguinal hernia
laparoscopies, intracranial catheter insertions, dorsal column
stimulators to relieve pain, deep brain stimulation for Parkinson's
Disease and insulin pumps for diabetics.
He gives an account of the many centuries of scientific discoveries
which paved the way for modern surgery. He describes the
ground breaking research of Vesalius, Harvey, Hunter, Virchow,
von Rokitansky, Priestley, Semmelweiz, Koch, Morton, Simpson,
Halsted and Fleming, amongst many others. He writes about
Charnley developing total hip replacement surgery and goes on to
describe other huge changes in orthopedic surgery.
He gives insight into the huge amount of scientific endeavour,
research and financial support for the implant revolution. Many
individuals and companies have made fortunes from the
development of the many implants now available in the Western
World.
He explores the possibilities for the future with robots and artificial
intelligence as well as many other aspects of potential implant
surgery.
Dr Schneider's book is well-written, includes detailed research,
many fascinating stories and exudes enthusiasm.
Reviewed by Philip Thomson

Available from Booktopia (Click Here)
Available for Kindle (Click here)

