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COMA
NEWSLETTER
We have Upcoming
Events!
Check them out inside!

President's
Report
Philip Thomson

We
have
been
energetically
accommodation for COMA .

looking

for

new

Lots of people and organizations have been approached
to see what is available . At this stage, we have no firm
offers for display or storage space.
As Liz reports , the collection is slowly being inventoried
and packed up. We are grateful to our volunteers who
have been a great help with their computer skills and
enthusiasm . So much has been achieved with their
much appreciated assistance .
For those of you who have not had the opportunity
already, I recommend you put in your diary for
September and October to visit 'Narryna' , Hampden
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Road for ' PILLS , POTIONS and PANDEMICS ' as well as to the Plimsoll Gallery ,
Hunter Street for 'CORPUS TEMPUS'. Both have extensive displays of items
from COMA along with other objects and pictures from the Narryna / TMAG
and Utas collections.
Do you know of any buildings that are empty or under -utilized ? If we are to
house all of COMA , we need space for storage, displays and our office. We
need some local knowledge to discover the space we need. Let me know if you
have any suggestions.
The notice for our Seminar and AGM on Sat 25th September in the Frances
Parsons Building is on page 4 of this newsletter. Bookings may be made
through our website https://www.medicalmuseum.org.au
Tickets will be on sale very soon.
We hope that many of you will sign on as Friends of COMA. At this uncertain
time, we need your financial support to ensure the collection is organized and
able to be put to good use in the future. Many famous museums around the
world have spent time in storage until appropriate housing has been arranged
and the business of showing, teaching and research has been developed. We
trust that our current quiescent phase will be followed by an active stage with
appropriate accommodation, active volunteer and Friends' programmes with
enhancement of our reputation.

Curator's Report

Elizabeth Bondfield
Four months to go…
COMA Tasmania has been super-busy
these last few months, preparing to move
out of Jane Franklin Hall, and seeking a
new ‘home’ for the collection.
Philip, Lily, Teshia and I have been busy
inventorying and packing the
ophthalmology collection, ear nose throat
collection, obstetrics & gynaecology,
surgery, urology and more.

This scarificator 'mechanical leech' and cupping set
was one of the surprises we ‘discovered’ during our
inventory so far. Catalogued by Teshia Kelly.
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Each object has its new location documented in Ehive, and each box when
complete gets a summary of what is inside it – the first thing you see when you
open a box. This way we will be able to locate objects again when they reach
their new store.
The images are just a snapshot of what we have been inventorying and
packing away – but we thought you might enjoy some of our discoveries.
And also….
Just as our inventory and packing process really took off, we were also invited
to work with two other institutions this year. At a time when it is difficult for us
to present guided tours, this helps us offer access to the collection until
November, and helps us achieve our mission of sharing the collection with the
Tasmanian community.
Pills Potions & Pandemics @ Narryna
Our collaboration with Narryna, the exhibition ‘Pills, Potions & Pandemics’ will
run until November 2021. Philip opened the exhibition at Narryna in July while a
large audience wined and dined. We have also had a successful 'Monster Soup'
function for the Friends of TMAG with guided tours. We were also there for the
Beaker Street Sci Art Crawl with Lucy Oatley from Ambulance Tasmania. Keep
an eye out for future events, including a Pint of History, featuring the medical
history of cocktails – also at Narryna in October!
Corpus Tempus @ the Plimsoll Gallery,
UTAS
Dr Eliza Burke and Dr Jennifer Ayton have
curated an intriguing cross-disciplinary
exhibition ‘Corpus Tempus’ which will open
at the Plimsoll Gallery on August 27th. Dr
Burke & Dr Ayton have borrowed objects
from the COMA collection, as well as the
UTAS art collection, Special & Rare and the
John Elliott Classics Museum for this show,
which explores the different stages of life
from conception to death.

Plimsoll Gallery UTAS Centre for the
Creative Arts, Hunter Street
See Details Here

We have loaned 24 objects for the show, including ‘anti-asthmatic cigars de
joie’ laden with belladonna, an artificial pneumothorax machine, a pair of
delivery forceps and more.
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September Seminar & AGM
Saturday 25th September 2021
'Persistence & Pugnacity'

Our 2021 seminar tells the stories of four healthcare professionals who were dedicated to
improving conditions in the hospitals and battlefronts in which they found themselves.
Speakers include:
Peter Sullivan:
Baron Larrey (1766-1842) Napoleon's Surgeon and inventor of the Military Ambulance.
James Briffa:
James Scott R.N. (1790-1837), Scottish Surgeon and Visionary for Van Diemen's Land
John Paull:
William Russ Pugh (1806-1897), 'The Defendant Again!' Australia's First Anaesthetist
Plus a Surprise Guest Speaker!

Delicious Morning Tea/Coffee with Tasty Treats
COMA AGM to follow
$25 General Admission
Free Admission for 2021-22 Friends of COMA
Get your Friendship via our Website https://www.medicalmuseum.org.au/ and RSVP to
coma@jane.edu.au to secure your place.

Mystery Object Pop Quiz
This collection might have injected a
bit of fun and glamour into a
diagnosis in the late 19th century...
What do you think this collection of
objects might have been used for?
Turn to Page 5 for the Answer

PAGE 4

Mystery Pop Quiz Answer
This is a stereoscopic 'wing test',
c late 19th century- early 20th
century.
This beautiful object is one of several
“Wing Tests” in our collection.
“Wing Tests” are eye examinations to
test binocular vision, and this specific
example was for testing stereoscopic
acuity. Two images would be placed
in the instrument and viewed
through the goggles. In someone
with perfect binocular vision, the two
images should fuse perfectly and
form a 3D image. If the images do
not fuse, it was a sign that the
patient has a problem with their
binocular
vision
and
depth
perception.
Beyond optometry, people may be familiar with recreational stereoscopes like
Viewfinders or their enormously popular 19th century precursors, which were
widespread forms of popular entertainment and science. In some ways, 19th
century stereographs were the first virtual reality but as this test shows, they
may just not have worked on some people.
Beyond being a fascinating example of pop culture and medicine mixing
together, this object drew our eye because it’s just so dang pretty! The images
on the cards are simply delightful, and the eyepiece is lined with velvet and
decorated with a beautiful, sweeping floral design and an American eagle
medallion that shows that it was manufactured far from Tasmanian shores.
This is just one of the aesthetically and intellectually pleasing items in our
collection – stay tuned to the Facebook page or book a guided tour to see
more!
Our thanks to our volunteer Lily Stojcevski, for her research and writing. The
glamorous 'Gibson Girl' using a stereoscope comes from the New Orleans
Museum of Art. If you would like to find out more about the craze for
stereoscopes, here is a link to an article: https://noma.org/stereoscopes-firstvirtual-reality-devices/
This edition of the COMA Newsletter is edited by Annabel Johnson for Publication by COMA Tasmania
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